
 

ARMENIAN SHEPHERD  Hailer 

 
Group 1: Shepherds and herding breeds 
Without working trial 

 

ORIGIN: Armenia 

UTILIZATION: Herding dog 
  

BREED HISTORY 

The Armenian Shepherd (Hailer) is an ancient breed of dog common throughout 
Armenia. It is an aboriginal breed and has been used by the Armenian people since 
ancient times as a shepherd dog, as well as to protect flocks and homes from 
predators. Images of the Armenian Shepherd can be found on the bas-reliefs of 
Armenian churches (eg the Church of the Holy Cross, Akhtamar, 9-10th century) 
and in ancient chronicles. The dog depicted on the walls of the church personified 
fertility. It is known that dogs were used even before our era during the heyday of 
the Urartian Kingdom. Throughout history, dogs were used by the Kings of Armenia 
during military battles. During the Great Patriotic War, the best dogs of Armenia 
were transferred to the "Red Star" kennel. The kennel carried out selection work to 
create the Caucasian Shepherd breed. Based on this information, we can say with 
certainty that the Armenian Shepherd is a subtype of the Caucasian 
Shepherd.Later, the legendary cynologist, the founder of Soviet cynology, one of 
the founders of Russian dog breeding, Alexander Pavlovich Mazover, in his book 
“Breeding in Service Dog Breeding” (1954) described the Armenian Shepherd as a 
dog with medium bone structure, with a strong and coarse type of 
constitution.Since 2006, painstaking work has begun to restore this breed. 



The Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Armenia recognized the Armenian 
Shepherd Hailer breed on March 20, 2019, as an independent breed. During the 
WCHSA congress in Burgas, Bulgaria, the breeding commission unanimously 
recognized the Armenian Shepherd Hailer breed in July 2019. 

TYPE OF BEHAVIOR 

A balanced type of nervous activity characteristic of the breed. The Armenian 
Shepherd is self-confident and has a very stable psyche, distrustful of strangers 
and vicious on its territory. Unquestioningly devoted to its owner and members of 
his family. Has a herd instinct. The Armenian Shepherd easily adapts to different 
climatic conditions. The breed is not characterized by indecisive behavior or 
excessive excitability. Sexual dimorphism is well expressed: males are larger, more 
massive, with a heavier, voluminous head. The dog is above average height, 
strong, strong-rough and rough-strong type of constitution, strong, hardy, 
unpretentious. 

HEAD 

Without dampness and dewlaps, massive, with a fairly wide skull, with developed 
cheekbones. The forehead is wide, flat, divided by a shallow groove into two parts. 
The transition from the forehead to the muzzle is barely noticeable. The muzzle is 
equal in length to the forehead, in males it can be slightly shorter than the length of 
the forehead, slightly pointed, with thick, but dry, tightly fitting lips. 

Nose is large and wide, but does not protrude beyond the contours of the muzzle, 
black in color, with moderately open nostrils. 

Ears are hanging, set high, short, triangular in shape; as a rule, the ears are 
cropped. 

Eyes are small, with an oval or almond-shaped cut, deep-set with dry, taut eyelids, 
dark brown or brown in color. 

Teeth: white, large, well developed, tightly fitting to each other. Scissor bite, 
straight, full set. Adults over three years of age are allowed to have an overbite 
without waste. The score is not reduced for the absence of one premolar P1. 

NECK 

Powerful, set at an angle of 30-40 degrees to the longitudinal axis of the body, 
slightly convex, smoothly passing into the withers. Rather moderately long than 
short. Without dewlap and chest. 

SIZE 

The elongation index is approximately: for males 107-109%, for females - 108 -
112%. 



The height at the withers in males is more than 67 cm, preferably 70-80 cm, in 
females more than 62 cm, preferably within the range of 65-70 cm. The weight of 
males ranges from 55-75 kg, in females from 40-60 kg. 

BODY 

Chest is wide, deep, and quite voluminous. The lower part of the chest is in line 
with the elbows or slightly below them. It should be equal to the length of the loin 
and croup. 

A narrow, flat, insufficiently deep chest is a fault or defect, depending on the degree 
of the defect. The topline is straight, very strong, without signs of weakness. 

Withers: wide, muscular, well developed and stands out above the line of the back 
(especially in males). 

Back is wide, straight, muscular. 

Loin is short, wide, should be equal to the length of the croup. 

Croup is wide, horizontally set, muscular, should be equal to the loin. 

Belly is moderately tucked up. 

Muscles are massive, strong, well developed. 

LIMBS 

Forelegs viewed from the front are straight and parallel, the angles of the shoulder-
scapula joints are 90-100 degrees. The olecranon processes are strongly 
developed and directed backwards; the forearms are straight, thick, moderately 
long. The index of high-leggedness is 50-52%. 

Pasterns are short, massive, set vertically or with a slight slope. 

Paws are rounded, toes are arched, tightly compressed. Pads of the toes are black. 

HINDQUARTERS:  viewed from behind are straight and parallel, from the side 
slightly straightened at the knee joints; lower legs are short, hocks are strong, wide, 
metatarsus is massive, set vertically. Toes are tightly packed; dewclaws are 
allowed. 

Paws are large, oval, tightly packed. 

Tail is set high, reaches the hock joints, sickle-shaped or ring-shaped. A docked tail 
is allowed. 

 

 



MOVEMENT 

Free and unhurried. The characteristic gait is a short trot or a heavy but fast gallop. 
The withers, back, loin and croup are slightly springy and level. When moving, the 
legs are parallel to each other. 

Males should have two normally developed testicles, fully descended into the 
scrotum. 

Coat: 

Color is varied. Dogs with a white blaze on the forehead, with a white dressing 
collar, with a white mark on the chest, on the stomach, on the paws, on the tip of 
the tail are preferable. In combination with colors: gray: from dark gray, almost 
black, to light fawn-gray, including zonal gray, red: from dark red-brown to light 
fawn, including zonal red. With the listed colors, brindle and spotted colors are 
allowed. 

Coat: the hair is straight, coarse, the undercoat is lighter in color. Length up to 6-7 
cm. On the head and front sides of the legs, the hair is short, close-fitting. A 
dressing mane is allowed for males. 

Skin: thick with well-developed skin tissue, quite elastic, sometimes forms folds in 
the neck area. 

 

FAULTS: 

General appearance. Light or loose frame, thin bone structure, square or very 
elongated body, pronounced dewlap. 

Head. Small, light, disproportionate to the body, convex forehead, sloping back of 
the head, long, light, pointed, strongly upturned or drooping muzzle, weak lower 
jaw, sharp stop, folds of skin on the head, flews, raw, drooping eyelids. 

Eyes. Very large, convex, very light, with a blue or yellow-green tint, drooping 
eyelids, strongly developed third eyelid. 

Teeth. Absence of more than one premolar P1, small, not in line, badly damaged. 

Neck. Set high. 

Body. Narrow, with a crossbar, sagging or humped loin. 

Rump. Narrow, short, sharply sloping. 

Chest. Narrow, shallow, flat, with insufficient forebust. Short ribcage. 

Muscles. A soft or roached back, a long, insufficiently strong loin, a narrow or 
sloping croup are considered faults or defects, depending on their severity. 



Skin. Loose, wrinkled skin on the head, a pronounced dewlap and dewlap, 
drooping eyelids are considered a fault. 

Limbs. Straight or sharp shoulders, short, crooked or thin forearms, buck, weak 
pasterns, weak elbows, very high back, excessively straightened joint angles, 
strongly pulled back position, weak ligaments, narrow position of limbs. 

Paws. Flat, loose, of different lengths. 

Movement. A creeping trot, atypical for the breed, excessively sweeping 
movements, tied, heavy movements, a pronounced high back when moving, 
unbalanced movements, uncorrectable amble. 

The breed has a sharply straight back, with straightened angles of the knees and 
hocks, which often leads to a high back. Such dogs should be rejected and these 
defects should be strictly taken into account when selecting and choosing a pair. 

Height. Males below 67 cm, females below 62 cm. 

 

DISQUALIFYING FAULTS: 

Temperament. Cowardice, cholericity, uncontrollable aggressiveness. 

General appearance. Male in the female type, and female in the male type. 

Height below 65 cm. for males and 60 cm. for females. 

Teeth. All deviations from the standard bite, absence of any tooth.  

Congenital absence of toes and fingers. 

Tail. Congenital bobtail. 

Coat. Soft, wavy, very short hair. 

Color. Solid - black, fawn, red, white, brindle, gray, color, liver color in all variations, 
blue color in all variations, genetically weakened pigmentation: ash in combination 
with gray eyelid lining and light eyes; fawn or light red in combination with brown 
eyelid lining and lips, as well as with brown nose and light eyes. Piebald color. 

Cryptorchidism complete or unilateral. 


